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Being a recent college graduate, the most common question I am asked when meeting someone for the first time is, “What did you 
study?”  When I respond with “ Justice and Peace Studies,” I am invariably confronted with one of two responses:  1) Uhh…
interesting (and the person walks away.)  2) Uhh…interesting, what exactly does that mean?  I am pleased to answer their question.   

I was blessed with the wonderful opportunity of participating in an interdisciplinary academic program at Creighton University in 
Omaha, Nebraska.  During the course of my study, my worldview was widened, then disturbed and shocked, and upon graduation, I 
am still working on understanding my place in this crazy world. The Justice and Peace Studies program at Creighton contains classes 
from a variety of academic disciplines, such as Theology, Philosophy, Economics, and the Social Sciences.  

One example of the classes I took is Catholic Social Teaching, in which I learned about the rich tradition within the Catholic Church 
which advocates for the poor and marginalized.  In addition, CST provides us the foundations for the peace and ecological move-
ments within the Church.  The most important classes I took within the program were Faith and Moral Development.  In these semi-
nars we read the works of many moral exemplars, such as: Dorothy Day, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Gandhi, as well studying 
other political movements and extraordinary communities who fought for justice.  Perhaps the most relevant class to our war-torn 
world today was the class titled “Christian Ethics of War and Peace.”  In this class, we studied the development and understanding of 
the Just War Theory, as well as pacifism and non-violence.  This class was most helpful in shaping my consciousness and helping 
me understand the evils of war.  

I am grateful for Dr. Bergman, the director of the Justice and Peace Studies program, and all my professors and classmates who 
struggled with me to understand our world that is plagued with injustice and for all those around the world who continue to work for 
peace and justice. 
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As our stay here at Su Casa comes to a close, we would like to thank all the families, workers, staff, and volun-
teers who have been a part of our journey over the past five months.  We have learned much and life and grown 
in ways we did not imagine.  As we go forth in to the next phase of our journey, we take all we have learned with 
us.  Adios y Dios te bendiga! 

Despedida (Farewell) de Rob Walker and Allison Kinney 
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